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Management and Leadership

M Environmental Policy Statement

Easton Utilities is committed to enhancing the quality of life in our
community by making environmental stewardship a priority. While remaining
financially responsible, our organization proactively seeks out cost effective
projects which help support our vision to conserve the environment.

V] Annual Environmental Goals

As part of meeting our annual corporate goals, Easton Utilities executes
two specific environmental stewardship initiatives each year. The first is to plant
24 trees of 1 % - 2” caliper within the Easton Utilities service territory. Since
2008, Easton Utilities has planted over 330 trees within the town limits.

The second initiative is employee participation in 200 hours of
conservation work aimed at regaining ecological integrity through education and
restoration projects. In recent years education has been focused on invasive
species control including training on how to identify and remove invasives safely
and effectively.

|Zl Environmental Team

The Easton Utilities Environmental Stewardship Committee meets
quarterly to discuss the current initiatives as well as plan and implement new
programs. Within the Committee there are 5 areas of focus: tree planting,
recycling, habitat restoration, community involvement, and waste reduction.
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M Environmental Restoration and Community Environmental Projects

Easton Utilities is responsible for several environmental restoration
projects that help reduce negative impacts on the environment. Some key
projects at our Sustainability Campus, which contains our wastewater treatment
facility and our solar array, include using one section of field to create a habitat
for an endangered species of bird called the Black Rail, another is the planting of
a bee and butterfly habitat around the solar panels. In 2021 the Sustainability
Campus site was certified as a pollinator friendly destination by the State of MD.
Easton Utilities has partnered with the University of Maryland Bee Squad to
establish two colonies of honeybees at the site, providing opportunities for
pollinator research and studly.

Other notable projects include streambank restoration, trash clean-up
events, and invasive species removal work.

Waste

|Z[ Solid Waste Reduction and Reuse

To reduce plastic waste, we recently added high efficiency water
fountains with bottle fillers to our office buildings. To date, we have saved over
70,000 plastic bottles from entering the landfill!

Our Wastewater Treatment Facility is a state-of-the-art system designed
to remove 85% - 95% of pollutants from wastewater before it is released to local
waterways. The byproduct of the treatment process is converted into a dry,
manageable product known as biosolids, which is sold to local farmers as
fertilizer. Selling the biosolids limits the amount of waste we put in the landfill.

| Recycling

Our company-wide recycling program, which has been in effect for several
years, includes both waste from the office and from the homes of those
employees who do not have recycling programs in their towns. In 2021 we
offered an opportunity for employees to bring in old electronics from their homes
and offices to recycle them. In total we collected 300 pieces of e-waste to recycle.

As part of our daily operations as a utility company, we recycle bulk
materials such as steel, cooper wire, batteries, corrugated cardboard and used
motor oil. On average, over 70 tons worth of materials are recycled each year.
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Energy

|

Energy Efficiency

Since 2014, Easton Utilities and the Town of Easton have been replacing
streetlights and traffic lights with LED bulbs using grant funding from the
Maryland Energy Administration. On average the replacements have resulted in
a 30% reduction in electric consumption for streetlights in Easton, conserving
over 1,800,000 kilowatt hours of electricity per year.

In 2020, Easton Utilities installed an EV charging station to encourage
residents and visitors to charge electric vehicles (EVs) while visiting the
downtown area. Easton Utilities has applied for grant funding to install a station
at the Easton Utilities main office headquarters to promote employee use of EVs.
Grant announcements are expected to be issued in the fall of 2022.

Renewable Energy

Grant funding was used to build a 2 megawatt (MW) photovoltaic solar
array on our Sustainability Campus which produces more than 100% of the
Wastewater Treatment Facility’s (WWTF) annual electrical consumption. Using
grant funds to offset construction cost plus the cost savings of the WWTF
operation, benefits the community by keeping utility rates affordable and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Transportation

|

Fleet Vehicles

In our fleet of vehicles, we have one vehicle powered by compressed
natural gas. These vehicles produce less exhaust emissions than a comparable
gasoline vehicle.

Water

|

Water Conservation

Water conservation is the easiest and most inexpensive way to support
our environment. On the Easton Utilities” main campus, we use rain barrels
connected to building roof leaders to collects water during rain events. The water
collected is used to irrigate our employee garden. Not only does this help
preserve a vital natural resource, but it also helps to reduce the amount of
stormwater runoff during large rain events.
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Stormwater Management

In 2022 Easton Utilities completed a restoration project for the stream
that runs behind our electric plant. The streambank walls were fortified to
protect critical infrastructure and widened to increase stream capacity. Native
grasses and trees were planted to help stabilize the bank from erosion. This
promotes effective stormwater management as over 1/3 of Easton’s stormwater
infrastructure empties to the stream.

As mentioned above, other stormwater management improvements
include the pollinator habitat at the solar array, the black rail habitat at the
Sustainability Campus, and the rain barrels at the employee garden.

Environmental Certification Programs, Awards, & Other Activities

|

Environmental Management for Sustainability Professional Certification from
University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science

Maryland Municipal League — 2021 Achievement Award for Environmental
Stewardship

Profile Updated April 2022

MARYLAND GREEN REGISTRY

SUSTAINABILITY
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Help build a greener, more sustainable Maryland through voluntary
practices that reduce environmental impacts and save money.

Maryland Learn more at green.maryland.gov
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