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Background – From CAP 2009 to CAP 2.0
• 2007 – The University of Maryland became a charter signatory of the American College and 

University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (now called the Carbon Commitment) 

• 2009 – The University Senate and President Dan Mote approved the first Climate Action Plan

• 2011 – President Loh reconfirmed the university’s commitment

• 2014 – President Loh announced three new 
President’s Energy Initiatives

• 2015 – UMD exceeded its CAP target by cutting 
emissions 27% between 2005 and 2015

• 2016 – The University Sustainability Council 
approved CAP 2.0 to chart a path to 2020 and 
2025 targets

• 2017 – The University Senate endorsed CAP 2.0



Reasons for Updating CAP
• Provide an updated roadmap for reaching upcoming targets (2020 and 2025) 

• Prioritize strategies based on cost and impact

• Identify implementation leaders for each strategy

• Provide real-time updates in a flexible online format

CAP 2009
CAP 2.0



CAP 2.0: Big Impact

38 strategies related to: 

• Power
• Transportation
• Waste Management

• Land Use & Maintenance
• Purchasing
• Education & Research

The University of Maryland is estimated to prevent 
4.3 Million MTCO2e while saving $120 Million 
between 2016 and 2040 by implementing CAP 2.0.



UMD’s Carbon Footprint: Past and Potential

Actual 2005-2015: 27% reduction

Projected with CAP 2.0

Must be addressed in future CAPs



CAP 2.0 Carbon Reduction Strategies

Target Emissions Level

Remaining Emissions
(must be addressed in future CAPs)

Carbon Neutral Air Travel

Commuter Programs

Carbon Capture Technology

Heat and Power Plant Improvements

Energy Conservation: Behavior

Energy Conservation: Facilities

100% Renewable Purchased Power

Carbon Neutral New Development
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http://sustainability.umd.edu/progress/climate-action-plan-20
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