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Affected Sectors Climate Stressor Climate Vulnerability Adaptation Strategies

 Coastal Zone •  Sea level rise
•  Extreme events

•  Submergence of low-lying lands
•  Increased coastal flooding

•  Protect coastal infrastructure
•  Increase natural vegetative buffers

 Human Health •  Increased air temp.
•  Extreme events

•  Vector-borne illness
•  Heat-related health effects

•  Designate “cooling centers”
•  Vector-borne surveillance

 Agriculture •  Changes in precip.
•  Sea level rise

•  Drought
•  Salt-water intrusion

•  Plant salt tolerant crops
•  Drought management

 Forest & Terrestrial Ecosystems •  Changes in precip.
•  Increased air temp.

•  Disease, Fire
•  Species shifts

•  Fire mgmt. and control
•  Invasive species mgmt

 Bay & Aquatic Ecosystems •  Sea level rise
•  Increased water temp.

•  Increased salinity 
•  Habitat loss

•  Install “living shorelines”
•  Protect critical habitat 

 Water Resources •  Changes in precip.
•  Extreme events

•  Decreased water supply
•  Increased flooding 

•  Create water markets
•  Improve flood control 

 Growth & Infrastructure •  Changes in precip.
•  Sea level rise

•  Increased population growth
•  Increased flooding

•  “Smart” site and building design
•  Retrofit stormwater management

Adaptation: Phase IIAdaptation: Phase I
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https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/state-information/maryland/overview.html

https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/state-information/maryland/overview.html


MARYLAND COMMISSION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

2018 Work Plan

2019 Work Plan
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https://maps.health.maryland.gov/epht/

https://maps.health.maryland.gov/epht/
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Affected Sectors Climate Stressor Climate Vulnerability Adaptation Strategies

 Water Resources •  Changes in precip.
•  Extreme events

•  Decreased water supply
•  Increased flooding 

•  Create water markets
•  Improve flood control 

 Bay/Aquatic Ecosystems •  Sea level rise
•  Increased water temp

•  Increased salinity 
•  Habitat loss

•  Install “living shorelines”
•  Protect critical habitat 

 Human Health •  Increased air temp.
•  Extreme events

•  Vector-borne illness
•  Heat-related health effects

•  Designate “cooling centers”
•  Vector-borne surveillance

 Agriculture •  Changes in precip.
•  Sea level rise

•  Drought
•  Salt-water intrusion

•  Plant salt tolerant crops
•  Drought management

 Forest/Terrestrial
 Ecosystems

•  Changes in precip.
•  Increased air temp.

•  Disease, Fire
•  Species shifts

•  Fire mgmt. and control
•  Invasive species mgmt

 Growth & Infrastructure •  Changes in precip. 
•  Sea level rise

•  Increased population growth
•  Increased flooding

•  “Smart” site and building design
•  Retrofit stormwater management

 Coastal Zone •  Sea level rise
•  Extreme events

•  Submergence of low-lying lands
•  Increased coastal flooding

•  Protect coastal infrastructure
•  Increase natural vegetative buffers

Adaptation: Phase IIAdaptation: Phase I
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Resiliency Milestones - Past and Future Adaptation Progress
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● What does climate awareness, integration or 
institutionalization currently look like in your 
organization?

● Forward Focus Topics:
○ Equity
○ Sub-topic of precipitation/riverine systems
○ Financial investments, procurement, asset 

management

● Preferences for organizational construct to discuss 
metrics and new targets?



Adaptation 2020: Organizational Approach
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● Issues and sectors that are priorities for your organization 
now and into the next decade?

● Example: (assess - evaluate strategies - adopt changes)
DNR Recreational Lands Resilience Strategy
○ State recreational lands vulnerable to flooding and 

changes in temperature/seasons
○ Impedes public access; creates public safety 

concerns; affects budgeting and staffing
○ Understand short- and long-term considerations and 

integrate priorities into capital improvements and 
emergency maintenance funding

○ Build awareness about changes to recreational 
industries and economies
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