Maryland Commission on Environmental Justice & Sustainable Communities (CEJSC) Meeting

January 22, 2013, 8:30am, Annapolis, MD
In Attendance:
· Commissioners: Calvin Ball, Nancy Servatius for Cliff Mitchell, Lisa Nissley, Vernice Miller-Travis, Andy Fellows, Christine Hill
· Participants: Jen Brock, John Sheff 
Introductions, Attendance & New Members:
Lisa mentions that the Commission is trying to fill the affected community spot on the Commission.  Lisa has reached out to various offices because four commissioners are no longer available to serve.  Chris Hill (MD Sierra Club) has been invited to become a Commissioner and is participating in her first meeting as such.  

Calvin is frustrated with the lack of attendance and is interested in encouraging better participation from all Commission members.   

Lisa asks Andy if he would switch his position to that of an advocate.  Now, however, the Commission needs another community representative, another local person and two health people.  Some of these duties, however, could overlap.  

Jen recommends that the Commission reach out to Rebecca Ruggles of the Maryland Environmental Health Network to find potential committee members.  Calvin suggests that the Commission look at the University of Maryland conference attendees – there are about 450 – to find potential new Commissioners.  Jen mentions that the offshore wind organizers could be a possibility in addition to the EJ specialists at the local health departments. Calvin recommends that for February’s meeting the Commission should have a solid list of candidates and that the Commission will also remind current members of the need to attend regularly. 

Title VI:

Lisa suggests that, since Robin has not been available due to health issues, the Commission shelve Title VI activities until she is ready to take it on again.  Vernice asks if the Commission can focus on MDE’s responsibility regarding Title VI, to which Lisa replies that MDE is currently in the process of hiring a manager of its Fair Practices Office.  Vernice wants Fair Practice Office needs to be addressed at a higher level within MDE before any hire is made.  Lisa recommends that the Commission engage MDE Deputy Secretary Kathy Kinsey on this issue.  Vernice volunteers to draft a letter to MDE’s Executive Staff explaining the Commission’s position on this issue.  

Business Community:

The regulated business community is not regularly represented in this group.  Calvin believes that this needs to be priority for the group because without the business community, the Commission is just preaching to the choir.  Lisa recommends having an offline call between meetings to get things rolling on this issue.   Last summer CEJSC had an outreach meeting with business that was very successful but because of the economic climate the commission has pulled back on this initiative.  

Andy points out that the business community is not really engaged on these issues.  Its feeling is that this Commission is only good when something bad is about to happen.  Calvin recommends organizing a roundtable with some economic development leaders and DBED to explain what EJ is and how it affects them.  John mentions that this effort could be tied to Governor’s Office’s Fast Track program in terms of permitting.  

Calvin thinks that the there needs to be an educational effort made regarding the distinctions between local, state, and federal authority on land use issues and zoning.   There is always conflict between state and local officials on land use.  For example, last year’s septic bill was passed by the state but rejected by most local representatives.  Getting a few people at MACO to vote yes does not mean that the issue is universally accepted.   Vernice explains the need to bring people together early in the process. The Commission needs to engage people before issues become problems and everything become contentious.  

Jen suggests that since offshore wind is probably going to pass and there is a lot of effort to bring minority businesses to the table that might be a good place to start looking for engaged business leaders.  
Calvin commits to looking into having Morgan State host one of the Commission’s Retreat meetings in order to engage the academic community.  
Legislation & Legislator Engagement: 
The Commission needs to identify a number of legislators to whom it wants to make itself available as a resource.  Calvin volunteers to make some of these contacts.  Andy recommends reaching out to Delegate Bobo and Senator Ferguson.  

The big issues in this year’s session are Marcellus Shale, which the Governor has put money in the budget to study, and other smaller bills associated with fracking.  MDE is in no hurry to start drilling because this issue needs to be studied carefully.   
Del. Macintosh has a bottle bill, which is unlikely to pass the Senate. Del. Washington has a bag bill, which could pass in the House.  Environmental Matters did a lot last year and wants to stay relatively quiet this year.  

Jen mentions that the Bag bill is designed to change people’s lifestyles in terms of funding reusable bags for people who cannot afford them.  The septic bill is getting some repeal action so the Commission needs to be aware of that.  The storm water management bill is being looked at in terms of exemptions for state owned properties.  

The fracking moratorium bill is dropping this week – Zirkin and Raskin in the Senate and Mizeur and Holmes in the House – and it rates the risk of fracking on a scale of low, medium, or high.  
Offshore wind is going to pass but the fight will be the strength of the bill.  

Calvin suggests that offshore wind (OSW) is a real opportunity to get the business community on our side. Jen knows that support for OSW is high, particularly among the African-American community because of air quality issues relating to asthma.  

The pesticides bill is in the initial stages.  Lafferty is the sponsor in the House.  Senate sponsor is in development.  The bill seeks to identify the users of pesticides in the community and then identifying the known effects.  This bill has a good chance of passing.   

Calvin thinks that Mary Washington is a strong candidate to become involved in Commission.  Jimmy Malone is a good resource as well.  Andy mentions Joanne Benson from the 24th district as well as Lisa Gladden as good legislators to engage on EJ.  Chris mentions Delegate from Vaughn as a good candidate for engagement.  Lisa believes Senator Ramirez is a good option, too.  Lisa asks if Kiefer Mitchell could be receptive in addition to Luke Clippinger from Baltimore City, who is very connected to his community.  Finally, Chris asks if Senator Muse might be a good candidate for engagement.   

Adjourn
The next CEJSC meeting is scheduled for February 26, 2013 in room 218 of the House Office Building, Annapolis, MD.

