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Questions & Answers from Today’s Workshop

Harrington Manor Lake Spillway

AGENDA, March 16, 2021

10:00 – 10:20 Introductions and Opening Remarks  - Jennifer Smith

10:25 – 11:55  Hiring a Dam Engineer - Hal Van Aller

11:00 – 11:30  Lessons Learned from the FEMA HHPD Grant Program – Visty Dalal

11:35 – 12:10  Permitting Process 101 – John Roche

12:15 – 12:35  Dam Ownership and Enforcement Issues – Hira Shrestha

12:40 – 12:55  Safety Issues at Dams – Kelly Flint

1:00 – 1:30      Dam Safety Guidance Documents – John Roche

1:35 – 2:00      Closing Remarks and Q&A – Raymond Bahr



� We will be posting the presentations within a few 
days of the event, and hopefully a video recording 
as well

� We cannot offer PDH Certifications, but will 
provide a Certificate of Attendance if you wish to 
self-certify for PDH credit

� Maryland Dam Safety Program will provide a 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document 
from today’s proceedings

Dam Safety News and Notes 



� Maryland Dams Infrastructure  “C -- ”
�Often the “overlooked” infrastructure
�In critical need of the public’s awareness
�As dam owners you are important in 

helping us get the message out

ASCE Report Card of Maryland’s Infrastructure



Recommendations to Raise the Grade

1. Dedicate and fully fund state and federal programs for the 
rehabilitation and repair of high and significant hazard 
dams

2. Provide greater resources for MDE to educate dam owners 
about the importance of performing the necessary dam 
operation and maintenance activities

3. Increase the amount of public education to dam owners to 
increase the number of updated and exercised EAPs

4. Promote more frequent inspections and maintenance of 
high and significant hazard dams



� April is Flood Awareness Month
� Look for an announcement in early April from Governor Hogan

� Sediment, Stormwater, and Dam Safety Week
� Hurricane Season is Coming

� Tuesday June 1, 2021 -- Tuesday November 30, 2021

Dam Safety News and Notes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look for photos from Table Top Exercise for Hurricanes
Ask John for photos for flood Awareness Week



National Dam Safety Awareness Day
May 31, 2021

On May 31, 2021, the Department is joining together 
to commemorate National Dam Safety Awareness 
Day. On this day, we remember the lessons learned 
from past dam failures, push for strong dam safety 
programs, encourage investment in America’s 
critical infrastructure and rededicate ourselves to the 
effective public-private partnerships that work to 
keep America’s dams safe, operational, and resilient.



Exercise Your Dam’s Emergency Action Plan

�Required once every five years (Spring 2022)
�New National Weather Service contact information
�Dam Safety’s Model EAP is updated and online (May 1)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
80% of the State’s Significant and High Hazard Dams have completed updated EAPs for 2020
Hoping to improve upon that number by May 1, 2021
Its also really important to exercise your dam’s EAP
currently, only 35% of our dam owners have performed these exercises that are due by Spring of 2022
By going through an EAP exercise
get to know your supporting emergency partners, and  
get more familiar with the types of emergency decisions that need to be made
We’ve had good luck setting these up at the County level, where multiple dam owners can participate
Maryland’s Dam Safety Program is available to help set one of these up in your County -- call me or anyone on our dam safety staff



Tools and Resources in 2021 and Beyond
� Dam Safety Technical Bulletins

� Regulatory Updates that focus more 
squarely on Dams

� FEMA and CBP Grants for
� High Hazard Potential Dams – Federal 

funding and hazard mitigation plans

� Dam Inundation Zone Mapping – Consistent 
Statewide information and EAP

� Probable Maximum Precipitation – Design 
capacity and criteria

� Make Dam Safety Program’s Website one 
of your favorites, and make sure that you are 
signed up to receive our Newsletters

� https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water
/DamSafety/Pages/index.aspx



Dam Safety News and Notes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Look for photos from Table Top Exercise for Hurricanes
Ask John for photos for flood Awareness Week



AGENDA, March 18, 2021

10:00 – 10:10 Introductions - Jennifer Smith

10:15 – 11:00  Basics of Geotechnical Investigations – John Roche

11:05 – 11:50  Overtopping Protection 101 – Scott Bass

11:55 – 1:00  Construction 101 – Charlie Wallis

1:05 – 1:35  Introduction to Maryland PMP Update – Scott Bass

1:40 – 2:00      Closing Remarks and Q&A – Raymond Bahr

Raymond P Bahr
Deputy Program 

Manager
Sediment, 

Stormwater, Dam Safety
1800 Washington 

Boulevard
Baltimore, Maryland 
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